INFLUENCING THE MASSES
refractory, however; spoke of what I had been
witnessing; and added:
"I myself have been moved by the significance
of these two scenes. I should very much like to
know what they mean to you."
"A proof of enthusiasm," he answered shortly.
"Nevertheless," I went on, "you have written
harsh words about the masses; you have declared
that His Holiness the People must be dragged
down from His altar. There was another time, if
I remember aright, when you said: 'We do not
believe that the crowd can reveal any mystery
to us.' But if the masses give you no revelation,
how can they have any effect on you? Without
mutuality I cannot conceive of any exchange of
influence between one man and twenty thousand.
Fascism has been defined as an expansion and
a tension. Can you expect these from the masses ?
And how long will such emotions last?"
Mussolini leaned back into the shadows; and,
as the chains and the orders he wore ceased to
glitter, I once more discerned the thinker of
whom I was in search. The subdued ardour
which radiates from him in his strong moments
made itself felt. He seemed to be pondering some
generalisation that would serve in place of a
'direct answer, for there was a pause before he
slowly began to explain his thought.
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